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Bespoken Spirits 
Rye Whiskey, USA 
($49) Following 
arresting aromas of 
brown-sugared walnut, 
coffee, and peach 
nectar, the sumptuous, 
melt-in-your-mouth 
texture and flavor of 
milk chocolate is joined 
with divine notes of 
ripe apricot and oiled 
saddle leather. The fin-
ish of charred orange 
peel lasts impressively 
long. 100 proof. 97 
—M.M.

 

Bespoken Spirits 
American Light 
Whiskey, USA 
($46) Starting with 
cedar and resin, scents 
of dried apricot and 
walnut soon follow 
on the nose. The 
entry is opulent for a 
100-proof whiskey, 
with high-toned notes 
of orange peel covered 
in dark chocolate, black 
pepper, and apricot 
nectar. Cedar threads 
down a path laden 
with peach preserves 
and honeyed 
chamomile. 93 —M.M.

 

Bespoken Spirits 
Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey, USA 
($57) Aged for two 
years, this 94-proof 
whiskey has a mash 
bill of 75% corn, 21% 
rye, and 4% malt. 
Black pepper zings on 
the entry before mak-
ing way for a warm 
cloak of peanut brittle 
and deep, honeyed 
peach tones. The liquid 
lies regally on the 
tongue: Satin-lined yet 
sturdy, it brings dark 
chocolate–covered 
tangerine and corn 
husk into place. 96 
—M.M.

Most Likely to Get a Hug From a Tree: 

BESPOKEN 
SPIRITS
Thanks to its proprietary, microstave-driven ACTivation technology, 
Bespoken Spirits crafts whiskey with only 3% of the wood typically 
used to produce the spirit. The process is not only sustainable but 
allows for Bespoken’s blenders to more precisely tailor the color, 
aroma, and taste of their expressions, which in just two years have 
already won 70 awards.

95 Nickel & Nickel 2019 Chardonnay, Truchard Vineyard, 
Carneros, Napa Valley ($55) 

92 Nino Negri 2016 Quadrio, Valtellina Superiore DOCG, 
Lombardy, Italy ($20) FREDERICK WILDMAN & SONS

93 Notre Vue 2019 GSM, Chalk Hill, Sonoma County ($69) 

94 Notre Vue Estate 2019 Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley 
($ 45) 

94 Oleandri 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley ($90) 

94 Oleandri 2018 Cabernet Franc, Stagecoach Vineyard, 
Napa Valley ($110) 

94 O’Shaughnessy Estate Winery 2017 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Howell Mountain ($100) 

93 Ossian Vides y Vinos 2018 Verdejo, Castilla y León, 
Spain ($50) ALMA CARRAOVEJAS

96 Out East Syrah 2017 Hermitage, Rhône Valley, France 
($90) OUT EAST WINE

94 Pago de Carraovejas 2018 Ribera del Duero, Spain 
($55) ALMA CARRAOVEJAS

93 Painted Fields 2018 Amador Classico, Sierra Foothills, 
Amador County ($25) ANDIS

93 Painted Fields 2020 Cuvee Blanc, Sierra Foothills, 
Amador County ($25) ANDIS

93 Palladino 2015 Ornato, Barolo, Italy ($66) 

93 Palladino 2017 Superiore Bricco delle Olive Barbera 
d’Alba, Italy ($27) 

93 Pamplin Family Winery 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Columbia Valley ($50) 

97 Pascual Toso 2018 Magdalena, Mendoza, Argentina 
($130) 

94 Pascual Toso 2019 Alta Malbec, Barrancas, Mendoza, 
Argentina ($50) 

93 Pascual Toso 2019 Alta Syrah, Barrancas, Mendoza, 
Argentina ($50) 

98 Patel 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, Coombsville, Napa 
Valley ($150)

94 Patel 2017 Sauvignon Blanc, Napa Valley ($60)

100 Patrimony 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, Adelaida 
District, Paso Robles ($275) DAOU VINEYARDS

94 Paxton 2017 Baterista Single Shiraz, McLaren Vale, 
Australia ($70) 

93 Paxton 2019 MV Shiraz, McLaren Vale, Australia ($20) 

95 Peju 2019 Legacy Collection Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Napa Valley ($65) 

93 Peju 2020 Legacy Collection Sauvignon Blanc, Napa 
Valley ($28) 

93 Penfolds 2018 Max’s Chardonnay, Adelaide Hills, 
Australia ($25) TTEASURY WINE ESTATES

93 Perrin + Dobbs Vineyards 2018 Pitch Black Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Paso Robles ($42) ATC NAPA

93 Pfender Vineyards 2019 Chardonnay, Petaluma Gap–
Sonoma ($45) 

93 Pighin 2019 Sauvignon Blanc, Friuli Grave DOC, 
Friuli–Venezia Giulia, Italy ($30) KOBRAND

93 Pike Road 2018 Pinot Noir, Shea Vineyard, Yamhill-
Carlton, Oregon ($50) 

93 Pillar & Post 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley 
($40) PAUL HOBBS

94 Piña Napa Valley 2016 Cahoots Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Napa Valley ($70) 

93 Poggio del Moro 2016 Rosso, Toscana, Italy ($20) 

95 Ponzi Vineyards 2018 Aurora Chardonnay, Chehalem 
Mountains, Willamette Valley, Oregon ($65) 

96 Ponzi Vineyards 2018 Avellana Pinot Noir, Chehalem 
Mountains, Willamette Valley, Oregon ($105) 

94 Priest Ranch 2018 Snake Oil Estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Napa Valley ($110) 

93 Psâgot NV The Land Red Blend, Jerusalem, Israel 
($28) 

94 Quilceda Creek 2017 CVR Red Wine, Columbia Valley ($58) 


